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great displacement, or whether both sides moved at
once, we have no direct evidence but as regards the
neighbourhood of Midori, and there the conditions
were exceptional. Professor Koto thinks that it was
probably the rock on the north-east side that was
generally depressed and always shifted to the north-
west But the disturbance in reality seems to have
been more complicated. That this was the case, that
displacement occurred along more than one fault, is
probable from the branching of the meizoseismal
area, the isolation of the audibility curves of the
after-shocks (Fig. 58), and the sudden increase in
seismic activity both to the north-east and south-west
of the epicentre. The detached portion of the meizo-
seismal area near Lake Biwa may also point to a
separate focus. The whole region, indeed, was
evidently subjected to intense stresses, and the de-
pression on the north-east side of the fault-scarp can
hardly fail to have been accompanied by other move-
ments, especially along a fault running near the
western margin of the main branch of the meizoseis-
mal area.

The later stages of the movements are somewhat
clearer. From a study of the after-shocks, we learn
that the disturbed masses began at once to settle
back towards the position of equilibrium. At first
the slips were numerous and took place over the
whole fault-system, but chiefly at a considerable
depth, where no doubt the initial displacement was
greatest. After a few months, stability was nearly
restored along the extremities of the faults; slips
were confined almost entirely to the central regions,
while a much larger proportion of them took place
within the superficial portions of the faults.